A case of prolonged, reversible dementia associated with abuse of electroconvulsive therapy.
Standards for the use of electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) are being considered in Massachusetts. While the relative safety of ECT is sometimes used to justify its extensive use, ECT is abused in some cases, causing prolonged deficits in sensorium. A case of an ECT-induced, prolonged, reversible dementia is presented as an example of present abuses and the need for standards.